
Government of West Bengal 
Dcpartme111 of Lnnd & Lund Reforms ond Refugee Relief & Rehabi li1a1ion 

Lnnd Policy Bronch 

Memo No: 3078 - LP/I A-03/17 

NABANNA 
J25. Sarni Ch1111erjcc Rood 

P.O. Shibpur, Howrnh-711102 

From : ll1c Deputy Secretary to Lhe Govt. of Wes1 Bengal 

To TI1e Dl\•I and Collector 
Alipurduar/ Coochbehar/ Darjeeling/ Jalpaiguri/ Kalimpong/ Unar Dinajpur 

Dated: 01 -08,2023 

Sub : Proposal for granting homestead patta on surplus / unulilised resumed land of tea garden to 
the eligible beneficiaries through a Scheme 

Sir/Madam. 

With reference lo the above ment ioned subject, I am directed to send herewith copies of Scheme 

and SOP for distributing homestead pattas among landless tea garden labourers in North Bengal and request you 

10 : 

(i ) conduct detailed survey to identify unut ilized / surplus land of tea garden (old tea garden where land retained 

uadcr i.=tion 6( I )(f) read with section 6(J) of the WBEA Act, 1953) and 

(ii) find the list of eligible beneficiaries to be selected from retiring/retired employees of 1he tea garden 

concerned or long time occupiers on such land .. 

You are requested to furnish tea garden wise resumption proposal on tJ,e basis of aforesaid 

survey reports 10 this Department in the usual manner. 

This has approval of the Cabinet in its 441
" Meeting dated 24-07-2023. 

Yours faithfully, 

/ Ea<lo, A, m"d ,1,,,,. i ~ 'l[ ~(n_'3 
Depul)' Secrc1nry to the Government of West Bengnl 

Memo No.: 3078/1 (2) -LP Doled: 01-08-2023 

Copy forwarded for infom1a1ion und necessary action to: 

I .The DLRS and Joinl LRC, West Bengal 
35. Survey Building. Gopalnai,:ur Rond. Alipor~. Kolkata- 700 027 

Email: dlrswb@gmail.com . . . . . . . 
2. ADM and DL&LRO. Alipurdunr/ Coochbehar/ DarJeclmg/ Jalpa1guri/ Kahmpong/ Uttnr DmaJpur 

~~1/9/u 
Depul)' Secretary to the Government of West Bengal 



Government or West Bengal 
Depanmenl of Land & Land Reforms and Refugee Relief & Rehabilitation 

Land Policy Branch 
Nabanna (6111 noor ), 325, Sarat Chatterjee Road 

Shibpur. Howrah- 711102 

NOTIFICATION 

No. 3076 - LP/ I A-04/23 Date: 0 1.08.2023 

SCHEME FOR DISTRIBUTING HOMESTEAD PATTAS AMONG LANDLESS 
TEA GARDEN LABOURERS IN NORTH BENGAL 

A large number of labourers attached to the Tea Gardens of the North BengaJ 
reside within the surrounding areas of the tea gardens. They only possess land 
on which they stay without any right over such land. Apart from that, there are 
also some occupiers on the land of Tea Gardens. 

The tea gardens were allowed to retain such land under the provisions of Section 
6(3) of the West Bengal Estates Acquisition Act. 1953. 

A. Objective of the scheme: 
The State Government has been contemplating to resolve the age old 
problem of the landless tea garden labourers by distributing homestead 
pattas amongst such landless tea garden Labourers in the districts of North 
BengaJ over the unutilized/ surplus land of the tea gardens. 
For implementation of this scheme the unutilized/ surplus land of the tea 
garden which was aJlowed to be retained by the said tea gardens under 
Section 6(3) of the West Bengal Estates Acquisition Act, 1953 may be 
resumed and distributed amongst the eligible beneficiaries. 

B. Design of the Scheme: 

I. DM & Collectors of Darjeeling, Jalpaiguri, Kalimpong, Alipurduar, 
CoochbchaI and Ullar Dinajpur districts will conduct survey of the 
unutilized/ surplus land of the tea garden. 

2. ProposaJ for resumption of the unutilized/ surplus land of the tea garden 
will be sent by the OM & Collectors with all necessary particulars with 
NOC of the Tea Garden (where the said tea garden is being run on the 
basis of a valid lease deed), copy of retention order. copy of lease deed. land 

schedule and copy of record of rights. 

3. Home s tead Pattas shall be granted to the eligible families upto the extent 

of 5 decimals of land . 

4. These Pattas shall be heritable but not transferable. 



c. The scheme shall be called Scheme for Distribution of Homestead Pattas 
among landless tea garden labourers in North Bengal. 

D. Eligibility of beneficiaries: Retiring and / or retired Landless labourers and 
Long term occupiers of Tea Garden in the aforesaid districts of North 
Bengal shall be given homestead pattas from such resumed land. 

E. Land setUement (distribution): 

I. For the pu.rpose of implementation of the scheme the unutilised/surplus 
land of tea garden is to be properly identified and resumed following due 

process of law. 

2 . (a) After resumption of unutilised/surplus land of tea garden, the 
concerned BL&LRO shall conduct the land settJement process under 
Section 49 of WBLR Act. 

(b) Settlement (Patta) shall be executed in the name of the female 
member of the family in case where the female member is the head of the 
family . In other cases deed of settJement should be in the name of male 
member and the female of the family jointJy. 

(c) Settlement of Pana shall be executed solely in the name of a male 
member only in cases where there is no female member in the family. 

(d) Settlement (Patta) shall be executed in duplicate in the prescribed 
format. One copy shall be retained in the office of the BL&LRO and the 
other copy shall be handed over to the allottee. Patta shall be signed by 
the concerned BL&LRO on behalf of Governor. 

(e) A Khatian shall be mandatorily opened in favour of each settlee 
before handing over of patta. A copy of ROR (Parcha) and a sketch map 

sh.owing the area arc to be provided to each settlce along with the Deed of 
Settle.men t ( Patt a) . 

(f) The BL&LRO shall ensure that physical possession of the land is made 
over to each sctllee along with a possession certificate. A sketch map of 
the area showing the possession respective settJees shall be prepared by 
the BL&LROs and preserved \\'1th the case record. 

3. In case any setllee violates the terms and conditions of settlement, 
relinquishes his possession in favour of any other person the Government 
may cancel the Patta through a procedure under Section 49(2) of WBLR 
Act) and allot the same land to other suitable beneficiary of the concerned 
family under this scheme, foUowing the priorities already set herein 
before . 



f'. Priority during selection of beneficiaries; 

While the progrnmme focuses on Landless tea gnrden Labourer 

frunilies, who reside within the ten garden as welJ as the occupiers of the 

unutilised /surplus land of the ten gardens. It is necessary to further 

focus and prioritise on the fmnilics headed by female members. 

a. Prcliminan• identification of potential bcnefjciarles : 

In order to identify the deserving famiJfos as per criteria and 

priontics set above. the following two step approach may be taken : 

( l ) The first step is to collect the lists of frunilles of landless/homeless 

Tea Garden Labourers from nvniloblc sources, viz. the list of Tea Garden 

Labourers from the pay role or the employer, the Department of Labour 

and other sources as to be decided by the DM & Collector. On the other 

hand. for occupiers or the unutiliscd /surplus land of the tea gardens, a 

detniled survey shall be conducted by the DM & Collectors/DL&LROs. 

(21 The second step is to physically verify whether the families so 

identified fulfil the criteria of getting homestead patta as per WBLR AcL 

H. Land size and suitability: 

Each eligible family will be given homestean patla on the resumed 

unutilised / surplus land of the tea garden but not exceeding 5 decimals 

of land. 

I. Cluster approach for settling families : 

It 1s imporuint to establish appropriate neighbourhood for the beneficiary 

families . Therefore, the Commi1tee is 10 be formed for this scheme to ensure 

that the Land which is proposed to give patta shall be large enough to 

provide homestead plots to a minimum members of 1 0 to 15 families 

arranged in a cluster and nlso lnrge enough to provide basic amenities Like 

housing, drinking water, sanitation, internal roads, drainage, street lights, 

and livelihood-extension services unda various development schemes. All of 

these will enhance the usefulness of the allo1ted land. 

J . Land 1dentaficauon and process of distribution: 

Selected beneficiaries will be given homestead patta from the land identified 

Ul the above manner on recommendation of the Committee to be constituted 

for this purpose. 



K. Programme Implementation Committee: 

The programme implementation committee is named as under with the 
following members: 

a . Sub-divisional Officer In the Chair 
b. Sub-divisional Land & Land Reforms Officer- Member 
c. Sabhapati of the Panchayat Samity Member; 
d . Block Development Officer (BDO) Member. 
e . Karmadhyak")'a, Bon-0-Bhumi- Sanskar Sthayee 

Samili /GTA Representative Member 
r. Assistant Director Agriculture (Admn) Member. 
g. Block Land & Land Reforms Offi cer Member Convenor 

h. Assistant Labour Commissioner 
1. Representative of Ten Garden 

L. Supervisory Committee: 

Member. 
Member. 

The Supervisory committee is named as under with the following members: 

a. 
b . 

C. 

d. 
e . 

District Magistrate 
District Land & Land Refonns Officer 

Karmadhyakya, Bon-0-Bhumi- Sanskar StJ1ayee 
Samiti (Zilla Parishad) / GTA Representative 
Deputy Director or Agriculture (Admn) 
Deputy Labour Commissioner 

This scheme comes into force with immediate eITecl. 

1n the Chair 
Member Convenor 

Member 
Member . 
Member. 

By order of the Governor. 

AJOY SANYAMATH 

Secretary to the Government of West Bengal 



SOP 

Scheme for distribution of homestead pattas among landless tea 

garden workers etc. [ old tea gardens whose land are retained under 

section 6(3) of the West Bengal Estates Acquisition Act, 1953] In North 

Bengal: 

Distric1s involved: Ut1ar Dinajpur. Coochbehar. Darjeeling. Ja lpaiguri. 1\lipurduar. Ka limpong 

• ldntllic:Uion I dcn111 rc111ion or lnnd within 1c11 1t11rdcn: 
(a) D1s1nc1 ~13gismnc shall conduc l suncy 10 idcn1 if) su rplus! unut ili zcd land of tea garden. 

Such land should 1101 as l'ar ns pos,ibk in !he mid,1 of the tea garden prdi:mbl) nl nny corne r 

of !he lc.1 i;ardcn. 

(b) For an) running tea garden. NU( of the 1c11 gun.fen 111unugc111cnl , hall have 1u b,· ob1a1 11cd l'or 

11s subsequent rcsump1iu11 for d1 s1nbu11un or hu111c>1cad pa11u. 
(c ) l he land parcel should cu11lain ., mi11111 1111n area 1u pr,,. ,de pnllu J i>1ribu1io11 n111ung11 at least 

10 10 15 fumllic, "ith prov"ion tor dc ,·clup111c111 of bosi, infrns1ruc1urc 111.c Jrinl.ing \\illcr. 
clcc1ncl1y, .:unnc.: ti ng roud, drnin.ig,·. , 11cc1 light, and other livclihood-e., 1cnsion scn·icc, 
under variou, Guvcrm11c111 dcv.-lupmclll Sd1c111c,. 

• Sending ur prupusal for n·sumpt iun ortcu ga rden surplu, l:ind lo the Dcpurlmt'nt: 
Proposal for resumption of 1hc land should rnnla1n field enquiry rcpon. NOC of lhc lea 
garden manngemcnl ( for running 1ea garden). cop~ of retention order. cop) of the 
lost/existing lensc deed, land ~chc,lulc. mp) of RoRs 3ncl rccommcnclution of 1hc DM& 
Collec tor concerned. 

• St-lrction of l~ nl•Ociury for homcs1c11d put 111: 

(3) Al l beneficiaries should fulfill 1he eligibili ty criteria in 1enns of seclion •19( I) of the Wcs1 
Benga l I.and Rcfonns Act. 1955. 

(bl Benefi cial) shall ha,c to be selcc1cd from 1hc retiring frc1ired employee of 1hc lea garden 
concerned and long 1ime occupiers on ten garden land through the Programme 
Implementation Commin~c 

• Pana Distribution. 
(a) Alier 1den1ifi ca11 on and resumption of th~ lnnd. ii will be brought under the disposal ()f the 

Collec1or of the d1stnc1 concerned ( kh:1lim1 No. I). 
(b) Homestead pana not exceeding 5 decimals per family depending upon the size of the family 

shall be distributed on 1he basis of rcc(unmendation of lhe Programme Implementation 
Commiuec preli:rnbly lo lhc wunmn member uf1hc fumily. 

(c) These pattas shall be heritable bu1 1101 lrnnsfcrrubk 


