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Bengal Act VIII of 1879 

[THE BENGAL RENT SETTLEMENT ACT, 1879.1' 

ACL VIII of 1885. 
REPEALED IN PART 

AclIof 1903. 

(a) The Governmen1 of  India 
(Adaptat ion of lndinn Laws) 
Order, 1937. 

(c) The Adaptation of Laws 
Ordcr, 1950. 

. . 

An Acr ro defile orrd littlit rlre powers of Serrle~tre~~r-a~c~!rs~ 

(b) The Indian Indepcndcncc 
(Adaptation of Bcngal and 
Punjab Acts) Order, 1948. 

WHEWS it is expedienl lo define and limit the powers of Seulernent- h d ~ i i b l c .  I 

officers; i 
I t  is cnactcd LS follows:- 

1. This Act exlcnds to l [ h e  dishcr of Darjeeling and 10 [hat part of Exlent. 

he Slate3 of Odssa whch on the fourth day of June, 1879 was] under the 
I 

administration of he Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal. 

'SHORT mu.-The shon ( i~ le  was given by the Amending Act, 1903 ( I  of  1903), 
L ~ ~ l s r n n n  P-.-For S~lernenr of Objecls and Remons. see the CubrrIa Cuzerrc 

of  1879, PI. IV. p ~ g c  46; for Report or Sclccl Committee. $re ;bill, pagc 55. and for 
Proceedings in Council. ~ e e  ibid, 1879. supple men^, pages 326, 393,435. 

L~KAL ~ m r . - T h i s  Act extended originally lo thc wholc or lhc rormcr Provincc of 
Bcngd (rcc scclion 1). and ~t applics to dl setrlcmnt proceedings under rhe Bengal Lnnd- 
rtvfnuc Serdcmnr Rcguluion. 1822 (VII of  1812). which wcrc confinncd after h e  
conmlcncement of Bcn. Act tII of  1878 (Powers of Senlernenr Officen], or which were or 
an: confinncd or s~lcl ioncd by Ihc Rcvcnuc-au~horities duly cmpowcrcd (JCE sccilon 14). 

Ihc Acr has bccn r r p d e d  by the BcngalTcnmcy Act. 1885 (Vlll011885), s.2(l)in the 
wholcoCthc former Provincc oC BcngalcxccpL 'lhc town oiCdcurla, thcDivbion of Orissa 
and the Schcdded Districis.". 

Thc ~xtcnsion o l  the r c p l  to Scheduled Disvicls depends upon thc r c m  o f  rhc 
nolificniions cntcnding Ihc Acr of 18115 to such disrricrs under the [erms ofrhe no~ificalion 
cx~cnding thc Acl of  lgB5 lo Ihc Ialpaiguri dislricr, rhercpcal h a  rden ellecl in thal diswicl. 

The only portion or thc p-nr Smre of Wes~ Bengal i n  which Ben. Act VLll of 1819 
d p p m  10 bc cflcctudly in force ar he prrsenr rime is the D i e l i n g  disuicr. 

'Subslitutcd ior the words "all the ~crrirorics" by pan. 3(1) md ~ h c  Sch, of thc Indian 
Independence (Adaptation oC Bengal and Punjab Ac~s) Ordcr, 1948. 

'lleword"S~ate" w~subst i tu~cd~or thc  w o p i o n  
n r h w s  Order. 1950. 



The Bengni Rent Setrle~tlent A cr, 1879. 

[Ben. Act Vm 

(Conre~icenrerrr].-Rep. by s. 4 a ~ t d  Sch. III of rlfe Anlerlditrg 
' 

Act, 1903 ( I  of 1903). 

2. [Repeal of Ben. Act 111 of 1878.1-Rep, by s. 4 arid Sch. 111 
offhe  Aaietidirlg Acr. 1903 ( I  of 1903). 

Inrcrprera- 3. In his Act- 
lion. 

onScrtltmnt- "Settlement-officcr" means rhc Collector or any officer in charge of 
orficcr". Lhc revenue jurisdiction of a district, and includes any Assistant 

Commissioner, Depuly Collecloror SubDeputy Collec[or whom 
the Collcctor or olher officer as aforesaid may aulhorize to 
conduct rhc inquiries and proceedings connecred with any 
sclr lcmenlofland-revenue, and my oficerwhomay beappointed 
by thc 'Istare Govcmment] lo make any such settlemenl: 

Scrdcmcnt 
proceedings 
nor afrcctcd 
by ccrtain 
ennc!llwnu. 

"under-tenanr" means any holder of a heritable and transferable 
intennediale tenure bctween ?[he Government] and b e  raijut 

4. Nolhing conlained in seclion 51 of Regulation VIU of 1793l or in 
sectionsI3,14and17ofAcrXaf1859,' * * *5 shallaffectany 
settlemcni proceeding under Regullion VIII of 1822: or under any other 
law for [he t h c  being in force for he regulation of scillements of Iand- 
revenuc. 

Rent to be in 5. I n  any such senlement-pr~eedings thercnl recordedasdcmandable 
accordmce From each rcrijars hall, exccpt as herein athenvise provided, be in accordance wih n1es 
sanflioned w i h  the general rates sanclioncd or subsequently approval For adoption 
by rhc insuchscl~lcment by IheRevenueauthoritiesfromume to lime empowered 
RCVcnU" in that behalf by the l[Stare Govemmen~]. 
aurhoritics. 

'The words "Provincial Govcmmenl" wcrc first sub;ri~utd Tor the wards "Lieutenmr- 
Govcmoi" by pmgmph4( 1)oflhcGovernm~roilndia(Adap1miono~Indian Lnws) Order, 
1937,There~herIhc word "Slarc" wrs subs5rured for Iheword"Provincid" by pan. 4(1) o f  
thc Adaplalion o l h w s  Order, 1950. 

The words "rhc Crown" wetr f i i ~  substiturcd Tor rhc words "the Govcrnrncnt" by 
p m .  3 md Sch. IV of lhc Government of India (Adaplalion of Indian Laws) Order. 1937. 
Themiter, Ihe word "Governmenr" was subsu~uted for hc word "Crown" by p m .  4 ( 1 )  of 
the Adapmion aILaws Order. 1950. 

'Thc Bcngal Renr ACI, 1859. 

$The words and I7gurcs"or in scclions 14, 15 md 18 of Bcngd Act YIIl of 1869" wem 
rcpcded by s. 4 and Sch. I11 of h c  Amending Act, 1903 (1 of 1903). 

Wr Bengd Lnnd-revenue Sctllemmt Rcgularion. 1822, 



nfe Bengal Rerrt Settlerwent Act, 1879. 

6. The Scltlement-officer may, on someone oroherof the following 
irounds and no1 othenvisc, record a higher rent as dcrnandable for any 
raiyat having a right of occupancy than the rent which was prcviously paid 
by him, namely:- 

( i )  hat  he higherren1 sorccorded is calculated on rates which 
are not above h e  prevailing ratespay able by the same class 
of raiyats for land ofa similar dcscription and with similar 
advaohges in thc surrounding neighbourhood; 

( i i )  that he enhancemenl is not greater lhan is justificd by the 
increase which has taken placc in the productive powcrs of 
h e  land othcnvisc rhan by the agency, or a[ the expense, of 
the raiyal since thc renL of the raiyar was last fixed; 

(iii) that the valuc of h e  produce of ihe land has bccn increased 
otherwise than by h c  agency, or a1 the expensc, of the 
raiyaf since he rent of the raiya! was lasl fixed; and that 
such higher rent docs not bear a higher propuruan to the 
rent of such raiyar as 1x1 fixed than the normal pricc of 
pmduceat oraboul he heoftheprcscntsettlement bears 
ro the normal price OF similar product: which prevailed a1 
or abou~ he iimc when such renr was  1st fixcd; 

(iv) lhal the value of the produce of the land has been increased 
otherwise than by h e  agency, or ar rhc expense, of the 
roiyor since the last previous senlement of [he lands was 
madc; and h a t  such higher rent does no1 bear a higher 
proponion to h a 1  which would have been h c  rent of lands 
of a similar descriplion and the same area according to the 
ram of such previous se~tlcment, than the normal price of 
produce at or abou t the Limc of h e  present settlement bears 
to Lhc normal price of simiIar produce which prevailed at 
or aboul Ihc lime of such previous setdcmcnt, as recorded 
in h e  papers ofsuchsetllement, or asohcnvise ascertained 
and ceni 6ed by h e  Sett1emen~-officer; 

(v) h a t  Ihequantityofland held bytheruiyarhz been proved 
by measurement to be greater ~ h a n  the quantity for which 
rent has becn previously paid by him. 

7. The rent recorded as dcmandable from an under-tenant shall be 
delermincd in accordance w i ~ h  the following rules:- 

(a) Whenever [he Settlement-orficer shall find any person 
holding as an under-[enant, he .shall first ascenain and 
record wheher the tenure so held is binding a against ' [he 
govern men^] . 

Rules for 
determining 
Itnl 
recordcd ns 
dcrnmdable. 

'See loor-nole 2 on page 3 16. arr rc. 





Tlie Bcllgai Retlt Setrletnetlt Act, 1879. 

10. Evcry under-lcnant and raiyur shall be liable ro pay h e  rent Sui'[* 
conIc51 

rccordcd as dernandablc from him under [his Act, unless i t  shall be provcd renrs, 
jn any suit instituted by such under-renant or raipr to con test his liabilily 
to pay the same that such renl has no1 been assessed in accordance with the 
provisions of h i s  Act. 

But nothing i n  clausc (c) of sccrion 7 ofthis Acr or in chis secuon shall 
be hcld to limit h c  discrclion of  h e  Coun in determining in any suit undcr 
this section Ihc rcnt of an under-tenant of the class described in [he said 
clause (c). 

No  suir under this seclion shall bc jnsututed olhenvise than within four 
months after the publication of rhejurr~abarrdi, or cxhcrs  as aforesaid, in 
rhc village in which rhc lands which are the subject of the suit or any part 
[hereof are situaled. 

11. In all suits instituted to conlest the r e n ~  recorded as dcmandablc P m d u r e  in 
suirz ro under this Acl theCoun shall, if ilrnodilies or sets aside such rent, proceed conre, 

ro determine the rent payable by [ha plaintiff in accordance w i h   his Act, K F Q F ~ C ~  35 

and, irany mcars oircnt at the rales determined by [he C'oun are found lo dcm"ddle. 

bedue, shall make adecrec in favour or the defend an^ for such arrears, wilh 
such cosls a.5 may seem proper. 

12. If publication of lhc copy era jatlzaba~zdi or of exwacrs herefrom Enhancr- 

as provided in section 9 of h i s  Act is made within [he First six months of mcnt ~ h c n  
ro lakc I 

the year of the era current in thcdiswict, h c  cnhancernent may take effecl erec,, 
from thc beginning of h e  year in which such publication may have been 
madc; olherwise i t  shall lake effect from h e  beginning of the next 
following year. 

13. Rent recorded as demandable under this Act. or Fixed by a final RcnltO 
goad lor [en dccree in any suil as aforesaid shall not bc liable lo enhancement until ten or 

ycars shall have elapsed from Ihe dare on which thc scltlemcnt took effect, umil 
ar until the period of the selllemcnl shall have cxpircd, whichever may firs1 expinuon of 

se~rlemenr. occur. 

14. The provisions ofthis Act shall apply to all seltlemenrproceedings A ~ ~ I i c a r i o n  

undcr Rcgula~ion VII of 1822' which may havc been confirmed after the o l  Act. 

commencemenl or  Bcngal Acr I11 of 187S2 or which may hereaflcr bc 
confirmed or sanclioncd by thc Revenue-authori ties from lime 10 lime 
empowcrcd in rhar behalf by lhz JISlalc Govcrnmcn~] whcher such 
proceedings shall havc been commenced beforeorzherrhecommencernen~ 
of [he said Act. 

'The Bengal Lmd-rcvcnuc Scnlcmnt Rqulauon. 1822. 
'Bcn. Act 111 o t  1878 w x  rcpedcd by s. 2 of his Acr, 
?Tee fool-norc 1 on page 3 16, urltc. 




